ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17,2018
6:00 P.M. ‘
PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT - 3328 N. U.S. HIGHWAY 51
JANESVILLE, WI 53545
(ACROSS FROM SPORTSMAN’S PARK)

AGENDA
1. Call to Order
2. Adopt Agenda
3. Approval of Minu_tes ~ (10/3/2018) ‘ ' [
4. Citizen Participation
5. New Business

A. Administrative Division
(1) Review and Possible Action of 2019 Recommended Budget
(2) Health Department Report
a. In the News
b. Surveillance .
“¢. Community Events/Outreach
d. Budget
e. Personnel
B. Resolution: Recommending Modifications of Wisconsin Administrative Rule NR 210 to Improve Surface
Water Quality and Address Public Health Concerns When Sewage is Not Required to be Disinfected
Seasonally ’
C. Health Equity Alliance of Rock County Update

6. Communications and Announcements

8. Adjournment

Board Members who are unable to attend the Board of Health meeting, please contact Lou Peer (295-5210) or
Jessica Turner at the Public Health Department (757-5440). Thank you.

The County of Rock will provide reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities, Please contact us at 608-
757-5510 or e-mail countyadmin(@co.rock. wi.us at least 48 hours prior to a public meeting to discuss any
accommodations that may be necessary.




RESOLUTION NO. AGENDA NO.

RESOLUTION

ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Board of Health Committee Rick C. Wietersen
INITIATED BY DRAFTED BY
Board of Health Committee October 8, 2018
SUBMITTED BY DATE DRAFTED

W1\ Wi —

RECOMMENDING MODIFICATIONS OF WISCONSIN ADMINISTRATIVE RULE NR 210
TO IMPROVE SURFACE WATER QUALITY AND ADDRESS PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS
WHEN SEWAGE IS NOT REQUIRED TO BE DISINFECTED SEASONALLY

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR} allows through administrative
rule NR 210.06 that sewage treatment plants in Wisconsin do not have to disinfect sewage wastewater
from October 1 through April 30" each year unless dates are modified by in an individual site
Wastewater Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) permit; and

WHEREAS, sewage discharged without disinfection can have E, coli levels of around 10,000 colony
forming units per 100 milliliters of water which poses a significantly greater public health risk than the
maximum 126 units of E. Coli proposed in the NR 210 rule revisions during periods of required
disinfection; and

WHEREAS, E. coli is a serious public health concern and efforts to minimize E. coli and other

_communicable diseases from surface waters used for recreational purposes is a significant step toward

improving public health; and

WHEREAS, the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District discharges about 40 million gallons of
effluent each day into the Badfish Creek which account for over 50% of the total flow in this water
body and this discharge eventually ends up downstream in the Yahara River and the Rock River; and

WHEREAS, winter base flow water testing by the Rock County Public Health Department over
several years has consistently indicated high levels of E. coli in the Badfish Creek and Yahara River
during periods of non-disinfection of wastewater; and

WHEREAS, the Badfish Creek and Yahara River are popular recreational water bodies that receive
significant recreational use that result in potential human exposure to impacted waters during the
periods of non-disinfection of sewage wastewater; and

WHEREAS, the ultraviolet (UV) disinfection technology utilized by many wastewater treatment
plants could be utilized for extended periods of time, or year-round, to significantly improve the
water quality of the Badfish Creek and Yahara River and reduce potential adverse public health
impacts; and '

‘WHEREAS, the Rock County Public Health Department and Madison Metropolitan Sewerage

District are cooperating to share data and are mutually interested in improving water quality
discharged to Rock County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly
assembled this day of , 2018, in accordance with Wisconsin State Statute 32.05,
does hereby approve forwarding recommendations to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to
make modifications to NR 210 to address potential public health impacts that occur when recreational
waters are receiving non-disinfected sewage wastewater, with specific concerns being the Badfish Creek
and Yahara River which receive a high ratio of wastewater to normal base flows.
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Respectfully submitted,

BOARD OF HEALTH

Louis Peer, Chair

Dr. Connie Winter, DDS, Vice-Chair

Vijaya Somaraju, MD, MPH

Dr. Kaitlyn Meyers, DVM, MPH, FACP

Judith Wade, WHNP

Eric Gresens, R.Ph

Vicki Brown

Danette Rynes

Craig Gramke

FISCAL NOTE:

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE:

Recommended.,

sh Smith
ounty Administrator

This resolution is advisory only and has no direct fiscal impact on Rock County operations in and

by itself.

Vv

Sherry Oja
Finance Director

LEGAL NOTE:

Advigory only.

Richard Greenlee
Corporation Counsel
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- EXECUTIVE SUMMARY -

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) Wastewater Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (WPDES) permits do not require that sewage wastewater be disinfected from
the months of October through April each year, When recreational waters such as the Badfish
Creek and Yahara River receive non-disinfected wastewater in large volumes compared to the
normal stream flow, water quality impacts from E. coli bacteria and other communicable diseases
are likely, The Badfish Creek receives over 40 million gallons of sewage wastewater each day
which is more than the normal base-flow of that stream. The Rock County Public Health
Department has confirmed through routine testing over several years that E. coli levels in the
Badfish Creek and Yahara River are significantly elevated in these periods of non-disinfection of
sewage, resulting in potential health impacts for recreational users of these waters,

The Badfish Creek and Yahara River have become increasingly popular for recreational
activities such as canoeing, kayaking, fishing, and hunting. The level of these activities has grown
annually and do occur throughout the year, not just in May through September.

The ultraviolet disinfection technology utilized by many wastewater treatment facilities
could be utilized for longer periods of time, or even year-round, resulting in a significant reduction
in potential exposure of recreational water users to communicable diseases, including E. coli.

The Rock County Public Health Department and Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District
are cooperating to share data regarding this issue with mutual interests of improving water quality.

This resolution recommends that the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources take into
consideration the adverse impacts that not disinfecting sewage discharge has on the water quality of
the Badfish Creek and the Yahara River and that they take steps to reduce this impact to acceptable
public health standards by extending the period in which sewage is required to be disinfected.




