
Please contact Marilyn at (608)757-5510 if you are going to be late or if you will not be 
able to attend the meeting. 

 
 

ROCK COUNTY, WISCONSIN 
 
 
                                                   

   
                
                     COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
           MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2020 – 4:30 P.M. 

CALL: 1-312-626-6799 
MEETING ID: 889 5683 1739 

PASSCODE: 637699 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88956831739?pwd=WDR6RURrZk1kcWRlZGFyZkFpcjByZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 889 5683 1739 
Passcode: 637699 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,88956831739#,,,,,,0#,,637699# US (Chicago) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
Meeting ID: 889 5683 1739 
Passcode: 637699 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdpknxC2DT 
 
Join by Skype for Business 
https://us02web.zoom.us/skype/88956831739 
 
If you are interested in providing public comments on items on this agenda, you must submit your 
comments by noon on Monday, October 26, 2020.  To submit a public comment use the following email: 
marilynb@co.rock.wi.us. 

Join from a telephone: 
 On your phone, dial the phone number provided above 
 Enter the meeting ID number when prompted, using your dial-pad. 
 Please note that long-distance charges may apply. This is not a toll-free number. 

 
 Supervisors: Please identify yourself by name 
 Please mute your phone when you are not speaking to minimize background noises 
 We are new at holding meetings this way, so please be patient  

 
Instructions for the hearing impaired –  
 
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Getting-started-with-closed-captioning 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88956831739?pwd=WDR6RURrZk1kcWRlZGFyZkFpcjByZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdpknxC2DT
https://us02web.zoom.us/skype/88956831739
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Getting-started-with-closed-captioning


Please contact Marilyn at (608)757-5510 if you are going to be late or if you will not be 
able to attend the meeting. 

 
 

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2020 – 4:30 P.M. 

 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 

 1. Call to Order  
 
 2. Approve Agenda 
 
 3. Public Comment - sent in via email by noon Monday, October 26, 2020 
 
 4. Approval of Minutes of October 8, 2020 and October 12, 2020 
 
 5. Transfers 
 
 6. Resolutions and Committee Action 

A. Recognizing Diane Paul for Service to Rock Haven 
B. Recognizing Colleen Reed for Service to Rock Haven 
C. Recognizing Catherine Smith for Service to Rock Haven 
D. Recognizing Thomas Sweeney 
E. Recognizing Captain Jay L. Wood 
F. Naming of the County Owned Building at 1717 Center Ave.  
G. Proposed Changes to the Rock County Administrative Policy and Procedural Manual and 

Rock County Personnel Ordinance 
H. Amending the County’s Personnel Ordinance 

 
 7. Review, Discussion and Possible Action 
 A. County Board Staff Committee Meeting Dates 
 B. 2021 Recommended Budget  
 
 8. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Per Section 19.85(1) (g), Wis. Stats. Conferring with Legal Counsel  
     Concerning Strategy to be Adopted by the Board Regarding Litigation 
     in which it is, or is Likely to Become Involved 
 9. Adjournment  
 
 

The County of Rock will provide reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities. Please 
contact us at 608-757-5510 or e-mail countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us at least 48 hours prior to a public 
meeting to discuss any accommodations that may be necessary. 

mailto:countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us


 

 

  COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 

Minutes – October 8, 2020 

 

 

 Call to Order.  Chair Purviance called the meeting of the County Board Staff 

Committee to order at 5:45 P.M. via telephone conference. 

 

 Committee Members Present via Phone: Supervisors Purviance, Richard Bostwick, 

Peer, Yeomans, Brien and Sweeney. 

 

 Committee Members Absent:  Supervisors Leavy and Podzilni. 

 

 Staff Members Present via Phone: Josh Smith, County Administrator; Randy 

Terronez, Assistant to County Administrator; Annette Mikula, Human Resources Director; 

Richard Greenlee, Corporation Counsel; Terri Carlson, Risk Manager; Bridget Laurent, 

Deputy Corporation Counsel; Kate Luster, Human Services Director; Tera O’Connor, 

Human Services Deputy Director. 

 

 Others Present:  None.  

 

Approval of Agenda.  Supervisor Peer moved approval of the agenda as presented, 

second by Supervisor Brien. ADOPTED.   

 

Public Comment.  None.  

 

Transfers.  None. 

 

Amending the 2020 Human Services Department Budget to Accept 

Parents Supporting Parents Grant Funds and Creating 2.0 FTE 

Family Well-Being Coordinator Positions 

 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock County Board of 

Supervisors duly assembled this ________ day of __________, 2020 does 

hereby authorize the acceptance of the Parents Supporting Parents Grant and 

the creation of two Family Well-Being Coordinator Positions. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Human Services Department 

budget for 2020 be amended as follows: 

 

. . .” 

 

 Supervisor Bostwick moved approval of the above resolution, second by Supervisor 

Yeomans.  ADOPTED. 
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 Adjournment.  Supervisor Brien moved adjournment at 5:52 P.M., second by 

Supervisor Bostwick.  ADOPTED. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Josh Smith  

County Administrator 

 

NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COMMITTEE. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
Minutes – October 12, 2020 

 
 

 Call to Order.  Chair Purviance called the meeting of the County Board Staff 
Committee to order at 4:30 P.M. via telephone conference. 
 
 Committee Members Present via Phone: Supervisors Purviance, Richard Bostwick, 
Leavy, Peer, Podzilni, Yeomans and Brien. 
 
 Committee Members Absent:  Supervisor Sweeney. 
 
 Staff Members Present via Phone:  Josh Smith, County Administrator; Randy 
Terronez, Assistant to County Administrator; Annette Mikula, Human Resources Director; 
Richard Greenlee, Corporation Counsel; Terri Carlson, Risk Manager; Bridget Laurent, 
Deputy Corporation Counsel; Paula Schutt, Council on Aging Director. 
 
 Others Present:  None.  
 

Approval of Agenda.  Supervisor Peer moved approval of the agenda as presented, 
second by Supervisor Bostwick. ADOPTED.   

 
Public Comment.  None.  
 
Approval of Minutes – September 28, 2020. Supervisor Yeomans moved approval 

of the minutes of September 28, 2020 as presented, second by Supervisor Brien.  ADOPTED.   
 
Transfers.  None. 
 
Resolutions and Committee Action. 
 
Creating Thirteen 0.4 and Six 1.0 Positions for Council on Aging 
Specialized Transit Program 
 
“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock County Board of 
Supervisors duly assembled this ________ day of __________, 2020 does 
hereby create nineteen new positions with the title of Specialized Transit 
Driver to be supervised within the Council on Aging and with thirteen of the 
nineteen positions to be 0.4 Full Time Equivalent and six to be 1.0 Full Time 
Equivalent.” 
 

 Supervisor Peer moved approval of the above resolution, second by Supervisor Brien.   
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 Discussion on the difference in cost being mostly benefits; the change in the way 
health insurance is budgeted starting in 2021; and the additional liability to the County. 
 
 ADOPTED on the following vote: YES – Supervisors Bostwick, Brien, Leavy, Peer, 
Podzilni and Purviance; NO – Supervisor Yeomans; ABSENT – Supervisor Sweeney; and 
one VACANT. 

 
Review, Discussion and Possible Action. 
 
Discussion of County Board Staff Committee Meeting Dates Supervisor 

Bostwick said in a normal month the County Board Staff Committee meets three days 
prior to the County Board meeting and some of the months it is ten days prior to 
County Board.  He said he feels it would be better to hold the County Board Staff 
Committee meetings three days prior to the County Board meetings each month. 

 
Chair Purviance asked if he had talked to Supervisor Beaver, Chair of the 

Public Safety and Justice Committee, about changing their meetings on the days 
when the two committees would overlap.  Supervisor Bostwick said he had not, but 
would contact her. 

 
Chair Purviance asked to have this item put on the next agenda after 

Supervisor Bostwick contacts Supervisor Beaver. 
 

 Adjournment.  Supervisor Brien moved adjournment at 5:06 P.M., second by 
Supervisor Yeomans.  ADOPTED. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Marilyn Bondehagen 
Office Coordinator 
 

NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COMMITTEE. 



  
 
 
 
               RESOLUTION NO.                   _______                                                                   AGENDA NO. _________________ 
 

    RESOLUTION 
 

ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
    Health Services Committee  
    INITIATED BY  
 
 
    Health Services Committee  
    SUBMITTED BY 

 
 
 

 
 

Taya Walk 
DRAFTED BY 
 
 
September 30, 2020    
DATE DRAFTED 

                                                                      
 RECOGNIZING DIANE PAUL FOR SERVICE TO ROCK HAVEN 
 
 
WHEREAS, Diane Paul has served the citizens of Rock County over the past 28 years, 4 months as a 1 
dedicated and valued employee of Rock County; and, 2 
 3 
WHEREAS, Diane Paul began her career with Rock Haven as a Certified Nursing Assistant on May 11, 1992; 4 
and, 5 
 6 
WHEREAS, Diane Paul worked also as a Medication Assistant, Activity Assistant, Clerk Receptionist, before 7 
accepting  an Administrative Assistant on January 1, 2019; and 8 
 9 
WHEREAS, Diane Paul has worked diligently in that position until her retirement on September 3, 2020; and, 10 
 11 
WHEREAS, the Rock County Board of Supervisors, representing the citizens of Rock County, wishes to 12 
commend Diane Paul for her long and faithful service. 13 
 14 
NOW,THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly assembled this    15 
              day of                     , 2020 does hereby recognize Diane Paul for her 28 years, 4 months of service and 16 
extends their best wishes to her in her future endeavors. 17 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
                          
HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE      
        
/s/ Tom Brien_________________________ 
Tom Brien, Chair 
 
/s/ Mary Beaver_______________________ 
Mary Beaver, Vice Chair  
 
Absent______________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
/s/ Ron Bomkamp______________________ 
Ron Bomkamp 
 
/s/ Kathy Schulz _______________________ 
Kathy Schulz 
 

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kara Purviance, Chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Richard Bostwick, Vice Chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Tom Brien 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
_____________________________________ 
Louis Peer 
 
_____________________________________ 
J Russell Podzilni 
 
_____________________________________ 
Alan Sweeney 
 
_____________________________________ 
Bob Yeomans 
 
_____________________________________ 
Vacant 



  
 
 
 
            RESOLUTION NO. _________________                                                                     AGENDA NO. _________________ 
 

    RESOLUTION 
 

ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
    Health Services Committee  
    INITIATED BY  
 
 
    Health Services Committee  
    SUBMITTED BY 

 
 
 

 
 

Taya Walk 
DRAFTED BY 
 
 
September 29, 2020    
DATE DRAFTED 

                                                                      
 RECOGNIZING COLLEEN REED FOR SERVICE TO ROCK HAVEN 
 
 
WHEREAS, Colleen Reed has served the citizens of Rock County over the past 15 years, 7 months as a 1 
dedicated and valued employee of Rock County; and, 2 
 3 
WHEREAS, Colleen Reed began her career with Rock Haven as a Registered Nurse on January 3, 2005; and, 4 
 5 
WHEREAS, Colleen Reed moved to an ADON and Education August 4, 2013; and, 6 
 7 
WHEREAS, Colleen Reed accepted a position as Infection Control Supervisor January 1, 2019; and, 8 
 9 
WHEREAS, Colleen Reed helped everyone make an easy transition to the new building in 2013; and,  10 
 11 
WHEREAS, Colleen Reed has worked diligently in that position until her retirement on August 2, 2020; and, 12 
 13 
WHEREAS, the Rock County Board of Supervisors, representing the citizens of Rock County, wishes to 14 
commend Colleen Reed for her long and faithful service. 15 
 16 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly assembled this  17 
                day of                     , 2020 does hereby recognize Colleen Reed for her 15 years,  months of service 18 
and extend their best wishes to her in her future endeavors. 19 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
                          
HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE      
        
/s/ Tom Brien_________________________ 
Tom Brien, Chair 
 
/s/ Mary Beaver_______________________ 
Mary Beaver, Vice Chair  
 
Absent______________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
/s/ Ron Bomkamp______________________ 
Ron Bomkamp 
 
/s/ Kathy Schulz _______________________ 
Kathy Schulz 
 

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kara Purviance, Chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Richard Bostwick, Vice Chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Tom Brien 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
_____________________________________ 
Louis Peer 
 
_____________________________________ 
J Russell Podzilni 
 
_____________________________________ 
Alan Sweeney 
 
_____________________________________ 
Bob Yeomans 
 
_____________________________________ 
Vacant 



  
 
 
 
               RESOLUTION NO. _________________                                                                     AGENDA NO. _________________ 
 

    RESOLUTION 
 

ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
    Health Services Committee  
    INITIATED BY  
 
 
    Health Services Committee  
    SUBMITTED BY 

 
 
 

 
 

Taya Walk 
DRAFTED BY 
 
 
September 25, 2020    
DATE DRAFTED 

                                                                      
 RECOGNIZING CATHERINE SMITH FOR SERVICE TO ROCK HAVEN 
 
 
WHEREAS, Catherine Smith has served the citizens of Rock County over the past 40 years, 1 month as a 1 
dedicated and valued employee of Rock County; and, 2 
 3 
WHEREAS, Catherine Smith began her career with Rock Haven as a Food Service Worker on July 5, 1980; 4 
and, 5 
 6 
WHEREAS, Catherine Smith accepted an Environmental Service position on February 17, 1991; and 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, Catherine Smith then accepted a position in Central Supply on July 28, 2008; and 9 
 10 
WHEREAS, Catherine Smith has worked diligently in that position until her retirement on August 3, 2020; 11 
and, 12 
 13 
WHEREAS, the Rock County Board of Supervisors, representing the citizens of Rock County, wishes to 14 
commend Catherine Smith for her long and faithful service. 15 
 16 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly assembled this  17 
                day of                     , 2020 does hereby recognize Catherine Smith for her 40 years, 1 month of service 18 
and extend their best wishes to her in her future endeavors. 19 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
                          
HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE      
        
/s/ Tom Brien_________________________ 
Tom Brien, Chair 
 
/s/ Mary Beaver_______________________ 
Mary Beaver, Vice Chair  
 
Absent______________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
/s/ Ron Bomkamp______________________ 
Ron Bomkamp 
 
/s/ Kathy Schulz _______________________ 
Kathy Schulz 
 

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kara Purviance, Chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Richard Bostwick, Vice Chair 
 
_____________________________________ 
Tom Brien 
 
_____________________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
_____________________________________ 
Louis Peer 
 
_____________________________________ 
J Russell Podzilni 
 
_____________________________________ 
Alan Sweeney 
 
_____________________________________ 
Bob Yeomans 
 
_____________________________________ 
Vacant 



  
RESOLUTION NO.        AGENDA NO.    
 
 
 RESOLUTION 
 ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
Land Conservation Committee  
INITIATED BY 
 
Land Conservation Committee  
SUBMITTED BY 

 

 
 
 

 
Richard Bostwick, Chair 
DRAFTED BY 

 
September 11, 2020 
DATE DRAFTED 

Recognizing Thomas Sweeney 
 
WHEREAS, Thomas (Tom) Sweeney began his career path in December 1984 after graduating from 1 
UW-Green Bay with a Bachelor’s Degree in Environmental Science and a Math Minor; and, 2 
 3 
WHEREAS, Tom gained experience at the McHenry County, IL, Soil and Water District from 4 
January 1985 to August 1985, the Catawba County, N.C., Soil and Water Conservation Department 5 
from August 1985 to August 1986 (Conservation Technician) and subsequently the Door County Soil 6 
and Water Conservation Department (starting as a Conservation Technician and moved up to Unit 7 
Leader – Conservation Planning Division) before resigning to come to Rock County; and, 8 
 9 
WHEREAS, Lake Michigan Area Representative on the Board of Directors for the Wisconsin 10 
Association of Land Conservation Employees (WALCE) from 1996 to 1999; and, 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, Tom began his employment with Rock County as County Conservationist on May 10, 13 
1999; and, 14 
 15 
WHEREAS, Tom served as the Professional Improvement Conference chair for the WALCE Annual 16 
Conference; and, 17 
 18 
WHEREAS, Tom was awarded the County Conservationist of the Year in 2003 by WALCE: and, 19 
 20 
WHEREAS, Tom served as Treasurer of WALCE from 2004 until 2005; over that time developing the 21 
policies and book-keeping methods to fiscally stabilize the organization that were lacking for so many 22 
years prior; and, 23 
 24 
WHEREAS, Tom played a key role in the successful three-day Farm Progress Days event that was held 25 
at Venable Farms in September 2001, which was especially challenging due to mother nature; and, 26 
 27 
WHEREAS, Tom served as a subject matter expert for multiple state agencies for the development and 28 
revisions of conservation related State Administrative Codes and Statutes; and, 29 
 30 
WHEREAS, Tom oversaw four updates to the County Land and Water Resource Management Plan, 31 
which serves as a long-term strategic conservation plan for the LCD and county residents.  The plan 32 
provides guidance to the LCD for collaborating efforts with state and federal agencies on natural 33 
resource conservation issues and provides guidance for annual work plans for the LCD; and,  34 
 35 
WHEREAS, Tom was a leader in the initiation of a new County Ordinances to project surface and 36 
ground water resources, particularly the Construction Site Erosion Control, Storm Water Management 37 
and Animal Waste Storage Ordinances; and,   38 
 39 
WHEREAS, Tom oversaw the implementation of the Household Hazardous Waste (Clean Sweep) 40 
collection program beginning in 2005 and making it an annual event; and, 41 
 42 
WHEREAS, Tom played a key role in the development of the County Purchase of Agricultural 43 
Conservation Easements (PACE) program, one of the only few County programs in the state, which 44 
required a successful collaboration of many public and private sector entities; and,45 

46 
 
 
 

 



  
Recognizing Thomas Sweeney  
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WHEREAS, Tom took a lead role in the development and formation of the Ground Water Nitrate Study 46 
Work Group, focusing on planning and research to help reduce nitrate levels in the County; and,  47 
 48 
WHEREAS, Tom retired from public service on September 5, 2020. 49 
 50 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly 51 
assembled this ________ day of ______________, 2020, does hereby recognize Thomas Sweeny for his 52 
thirty-four years and eight months in the land conservation field, with over twenty-one years of service to 53 
Rock County, and recommend that a sincere expression of appreciation be given to Tom along with best 54 
wishes for the future.55 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
  
/s/ Richard Bostwick__________________ 
Richard Bostwick, Chair   
    
/s/ Alan Sweeney_____________________ 
Alan Sweeney, Vice Chair  
    
/s/ Stephanie Aegerter_________________ 
Stephanie Aegerter 
 
/s/ Wes Davis________________________ 
Wes Davis   
 
/s/ Kaelyb Lokrantz___________________ 
Kaelyb Lokrantz   
    
/s/ Mike Mulligan____________________ 
Mike Mulligan 
 
/s/ James QUade_____________________ 
James Quade, USDA-FSA Rep. 
 
Vacant   ___________________________ 
Vacant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
 
___________________________ 
Kara Purviance, Chair 
 
___________________________ 
Richard Bostwick, Vice Chair 
 
___________________________ 
Tom Brien 
 
___________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
___________________________ 
Louis Peer 
 
___________________________ 
J. Russell Podzilni 
 
___________________________ 
Alan Sweeney 
 
___________________________ 
Bob Yeomans 
 
___________________________ 
Vacant 



    
RESOLUTION NO.        AGENDA NO.    
 
 RESOLUTION 
 ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
Sheriff Troy J. Knudson 
INITIATED BY  

 
Public Safety and Justice Committee 
SUBMITTED BY 

  
Chief Deputy Craig L. Strouse 
DRAFTED BY 

 
October 1, 2020  
DATE DRAFTED 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JAY L. WOOD 
 
WHEREAS, Jay L. Wood began his employment with the Rock County Sheriff’s Office as a Deputy 1 
Sheriff on December 7, 1999, working in the Patrol Bureau; and, 2 
 3 
WHEREAS, Deputy Wood was promoted to Sergeant on January 3, 2006, and worked in the Law 4 
Enforcement and Correctional Services Divisions, and the Civil Process and Court Services Bureaus.  On 5 
August 20, 2018, Sergeant Jay Wood was promoted to the rank of Captain assigned to both the Civil 6 
Process Bureau and Court Services Bureau; and, 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, throughout his tenure with the Sheriff’s Office, Captain Wood has served in many 9 
capacities including, SWAT Team, Stateline Area Narcotics Team (SLANT), and Mobile Field Force 10 
Commander; and, 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, Captain Wood has received numerous awards and commendations; and, 13 
 14 
WHEREAS, Captain Jay L. Wood has worked under the command of three Sheriffs, Eric A. Runaas, 15 
Robert D. Spoden, and Troy J. Knudson and will retire from public service on November 1, 2020. 16 
 17 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly assembled 18 
this _______ day of ______________, 2020, does hereby recognize Captain Jay L. Wood for his over 19 
20 years of faithful service and recommends that a sincere expression of appreciation be given to Captain 20 
Jay L. Wood along with best wishes for the future. 21 
 
Respectfully submitted,    
 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE  
 
_______________________________________  
Mary Beaver, Chair  
 
_______________________________________ 
Brian Knudson, Vice Chair 
 
_______________________________________ 
Jacob Taylor 
 
_______________________________________ 
Ron Bomkamp 
 
_______________________________________ 
Danette Rynes  
 

 

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
 
_______________________________________ 
Kara Purviance, Chair 
 
_______________________________________ 
Richard Bostwick, Vice Chair 
 
_______________________________________ 
Tom Brien 
 
_______________________________________ 
Kevin Leavy 
 
_______________________________________ 
Louis Peer 
 
_______________________________________ 
J. Russell Podzilni 
 
_______________________________________ 
Alan Sweeney 
 
_______________________________________ 
Bob Yeomans 
 
_______________________________________ 
Vacant 
 



 

  RESOLUTION NO.                                                            AGENDA NO.              
  RESOLUTION 
 ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
General Services Committee             
INITIATED BY 
 
 
General Services Committee   
SUBMITTED BY 

 
 

 
       
            Brent Sutherland-Director  
          Facilities Management 
             DRAFTED BY  
 
           June 29, 2020    
             DATE DRAFTED 

                     
                      Naming of the County Owned Building at 1717 Center Ave. 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution No. 79-12B-422, adopted on 12/13/1979 establishes the policy for naming of 1 
county owned buildings and;  2 
 3 
WHEREAS, the policy requires approval of the governing Committee and the County Board staff 4 
Committee, and; 5 
 6 
WHEREAS, in all cases the naming or renaming of county property requires approval of a resolution by 7 
two-thirds vote of the County Board, and;  8 
 9 
WHEREAS, General Services Committee requested the Director of Facilities Management to draft a 10 
press release and send to the local papers and internally to solicit public and staff input, and;  11 
 12 
WHEREAS, Facilities Management Director received one hundred and seven possible names, and;  13 
 14 
WHEREAS, the Human Services Board having many programs that will operate out of this building was 15 
given an opportunity to review the names and make any recommendations to the General Services 16 
Committee, and;  17 
 18 
WHEREAS, after reviewing the submitted names and hearing the feedback from the Human Services 19 
Board. The General Services Committee is recommending the name of the 1717 Center Ave building be 20 
“Rock County Resource Center”.  21 
  22 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly assembled 23 
this _____ day of ______________, 2020 does hereby approve the naming of the 1717 Center Ave. 24 
building “Rock County Resource Center” 25 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE    COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE 
 
/s/ Jeremy Zajac                                            
 Jeremy Zajac, Chair                  Kara Purviance, Vice Chair 
 
/s/ Robert Potter                                            
 Robert Potter, Vice Chair       Rich Bostwick, Vice Chair  
 
/s/ Tom Brien                                                    
Tom Brien                                                                               Tom Brien      
                                   
/s/ Brent Fox              
 Brent Fox        Kevin Leavy  
 
/s/ Dave Homan              
 Dave Homan       Bob Yeomans 
 
                
         J. Russell Podzilni 
  
                
       Louis Peer 
 
       ________________________________________ 
       Alan Sweeney 
 
                
       Jeremy Zajac 
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FISCAL NOTE: 
 
No Fiscal impact. 
 
/s/ Sherry Oja 
 
Sherry Oja 
Finance Director 
 
 
 
LEGAL NOTE: 
 
The County Board is authorized to take this action pursuant to sec. 59.03, Wis. Stats.  Pursuant to 
the policy on naming of County property, Resolution 79-12B-422, naming or renaming County 
property requires approval by a ¾ vote of the County Board. 
 
/s/Richard Greenlee 
 
Richard Greenlee 
Corporation Counsel 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE: 
 
Matter of Policy. 
 
/s/Josh Smith 
 
Josh Smith 
County Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Executive Summary 

 
Naming of the County Owned Building at 1717 Center Ave. 

 
 

The resolution before you approves naming the 1717 Center Ave. building  
“Rock County Resource Center”.  
 
Resolution No. 79-12B-422, adopted on 12/13/1979 establishes the policy for naming of county 
owned buildings. The policy requires approval of the governing Committee, the County Board 
Staff Committee and in all cases the naming or renaming of County property requires approval 
of a resolution by two-thirds vote of the County Board. 
 
A press release was sent out to the local paper and internally to gather public and staff input on 
the name. We received 107 suggested names. Many of the services that will be occupying this 
building will be under Human Services Department. Therefore the Human Services Board was 
given the opportunity to review all 107 names and provide input to the General Services 
Committee as well, before they chose the name. 
 



Daniel Hale Williams 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Daniel Hale Williams 

 

Born 
(1856-01-18)January 18, 1856 

Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, US 

Died 
August 4, 1931(1931-08-04) (aged 75) 

Idlewild, Michigan, US 

Alma mater Chicago Medical College 

Scientific career 

Fields Cardiology 

Institutions 

Provident Hospital 
Meharry Medical College 
Freedman's Hospital 
St. Lukes Hospital 
Cook County Hospital 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hollidaysburg,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idlewild,_Michigan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feinberg_School_of_Medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provident_Hospital_(Chicago)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meharry_Medical_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_University_Hospital
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rush_University_Medical_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_H._Stroger_Jr._Hospital_of_Cook_County
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Daniel_Hale_Williams.jpg


First Black-Owned Hospital Was Founded By This 
Pioneering Surgeon  

 
 
Dr. Daniel Hale Williams III was a pioneering African American surgeon who is known for 
performing one of the world´s first successful open heart surgeries, and for opening the first Black-
owned and controlled hospital in the nation. 
  

“A people who don’t make provision for their own sick and suffering are not worthy of 
civilization.”  
–Daniel Hale Williams 
 
Family/Childhood 

Daniel Hale Williams was the fifth child of Daniel Williams, Jr and Sarah Price Williams.  He was 
born January 18, 1856 in Hollidaysburg, PA.  He is described as light skinned, with red hair.   

In modern terminology, the family would be described as “more than one race”.  Here is the 
description of the family history from the book “Dr. Dan”: 

• The father, Daniel Williams Jr “descended from early pious German folk who had settled, 
long before the Revolution, in the territory that became York County, and had intermarried 
with the peace-loving Shawnee and Delaware Indians.  Their descendants had intermarried 
sometimes with Negro and sometimes with Welsh, Scotch and Irish families.” 

• “A few [of the Williams’s] had disappeared back into the white race out of which their 
forebearers came.  These were the exceptions that only made more invincible the 
passionate loyalty of the free Williamses to the interests and welfare of their enslaved 
African brothers.  They and others of like blood and like views had by their own unflagging 
zeal encouraged Benjamin Lundy, William Lloyd Garrison and the rest of the white 
Abolitionist to greater and greater effort.  The Williamses and their friends held state and 
national conventions, made speeches, publishes pamphlets, worked on committees, 
traveled back and forth, and got protests into the white newspapers.  Each generation of 
sons and daughters received the imprint of this intrepid devotion. 

• “Though Dan’s grandfather had married a white woman, Dan’s father married a girl darker 
than himself, a girl of the same three racial strains as his own.”   

https://www.blackhistory.com/2019/10/first-black-owned-hospital-founded-dr-daniel-hale-williams.html


• Sarah Price was from a Free family from Annapolis, MD   
• Daniel Williams Jr – travelled and spoke for the Equal Rights League.  The family had 

many connections with notable free blacks.  Daniel Williams Jr’s cousin, Samuel Williams 
moved to Liberia. Wrote a book about his experiences.  “Four years in Liberia”, by S. 
Williams, published in 1857. 

Daniel Williams Jr died of consumption (tuberculosis) when Daniel Hale Williams was 11.  After 
his father died, Daniel was sent to live in Baltimore, Maryland, with family friends. He became a 
shoemaker’s apprentice but disliked the work and decided to return to his family, who had moved 
to Illinois.  
 
His mother and two sisters moved to Rockford.  His mother moved back east, but Dan stayed in 
the Rock River Valley. Like his father, he took up barbering, but ultimately decided he wanted to 
pursue his education.  
 
Rock County Years 
 
Williams ran his own barbershop in Edgerton, moved to Janesville because it was larger.   
 
In Janesville he worked as a barber in Charles Henry Anderson’s Tonsorial Parlor and Bathing 
Rooms. This was patronized by the “best people”. They would stay on after their haircut or beard 
trim to argue all sorts of matters. One patron, Orrin Guernsey, noticed Williams likes to read. 
When Williams had read all the books at the reading rooms of the Young Men’s Association, 
Guernsey lent Williams books out of his own personal library.   
 
Williams boarded at Anderson’s home on Glen St. Anderson was a “mulato”.  His wife Ellen Irish, 
from Cork.  Anderson’s son George from previous marriage “darker-skinned” than his father.  
Williams also played with Anderson’s popular string band.  He learned music by ear, and had “a 
very passable tenor”.  He originally played guitar but learned to play the “big bull fiddle” for the 
band.  The band accompanied celebrities who came to the Meyers Opera House, played at 
“important entertainments” at Apollo Hall, and square dances at Grange Hall.  They travelled all 
over Wisconsin and sometimes outside the state. 
 
Williams wanted an education.  His father said over and over:  “We colored people must cultivate 
the mind”.  He attended Jefferson High School for a while, but suffered frequent heavy chest colds 
and dropped out.  Williams arranged for special tutoring in the Classical Academy, a private school 
in Janesville. After graduation he studied law for a while, but didn’t like it.   
 
Medical Training 
 
At age 20, Williams became an apprentice to a former surgeon general for Wisconsin, Dr. Henry 
Palmer. Williams persuaded Dr. Palmer to take him on as an apprentice by 1878.  Palmer gave 
Williams credentials for medical school in the fall 1880.   
 
In 1880, Williams entered Chicago Medical College, now known as Northwestern University 
Medical School. Williams attended Chicago Medical School, considered best medical education 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Medical_College


in city.   Graduated in 1883. During medical school he boarded with the Jones family, affluent free 
blacks who knew his parents.   
 
Williams struggled with money all through medical school. 
 
Professional Life – Medical Practice 
 
After his internship, he went into private practice in an integrated neighborhood on Chicago's south 
side. He soon began teaching anatomy at Chicago Medical College and served as surgeon to the 
City Railway Company.  
 
He served as surgeon for the South Side Dispensary (1884–92) and physician for the Protestant 
Orphan Asylum (1884–93). 
 
Determined that Chicago should have a hospital where both black and white doctors could study 
and where black nurses could receive training, Williams rallied for a hospital open to all races. 
After months of hard work, he opened Provident Hospital and Training School for Nurses on May 
4, 1891, the country's first interracial hospital and nursing school. 
 
Former Janesville resident Dr. Daniel Hale Williams performed the first successful open heart 
surgery July 9, 1893. When James Cornish was stabbed in the chest, Williams cut rib cartilage to 
create a small trapdoor to access the heart and suture the damage. The operation was done without 
X-rays, antibiotics, surgical prep-work, or tools of modern surgery. Just 51 days after his 
apparently lethal wound, James Cornish walked out of the hospital. He lived for over 20 years after 
the surgery. The landmark operation was hailed in the press. 
 
Williams was a surgeon at Provident (1892–93, 1898–1912) and surgeon in chief of Freedmen’s 
Hospital, Washington, D.C. (1894–98), where he established another school for African American 
nurses. 
 
In 1894, Dr. Williams became chief surgeon of Freedmen's Hospital in Washington, D.C., the most 
prestigious medical post available to African Americans then. There, he made improvements that 
reduced the hospital's mortality rate. 
 
Williams was married in 1898 to Alice Johnson, natural daughter of American sculptor Moses 
Jacob Ezekiel and a mixed-race maid who was born in the city and graduated from Howard 
University. 
 
In 1895 he co-founded the National Medical Association for African-American doctors as an 
alternative to the American Medical Association, which did not allow African-American 
membership.  
 
In 1897, he was appointed to the Illinois Department of Public Health, where he worked to raise 
medical and hospital standards.  
 
In 1899 he was professor of clinical surgery at Meharry Medical College in Nashville, Tennessee, 
and was a member of the Illinois State Board of Health (1889–91).  
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In 1913 he became a charter member and the only African-American doctor in the American 
College of Surgeons.  
 
He published several articles on surgery in medical journals.  
 
Williams later served on the staffs of Cook County Hospital (1903–09) and St. Luke’s Hospital 
(1912–31), both in Chicago.  
 
Legacy 
 
As a sign of the esteem of the black medical community, until this day, a "code blue" at the Howard 
University Hospital emergency room is called a "Dr. Dan." In words that could later be said 
of Vivien Thomas, a colleague wrote, "His greatest pride was that directly or indirectly, he had a 
hand in the making of most of the outstanding Negro surgeons of the current generation." 
 
The Daniel Hale Williams Medical Reading Club in Washington, D.C., commemorates his 
achievements. 
 
Honors 
 
Williams received honorary degrees from Howard and Wilberforce Universities, was named a 
charter member of the American College of Surgeons, and was a member of the Chicago Surgical 
Society.  
 
A Pennsylvania State Historical Marker was placed at U.S. Route 22 eastbound (Blair St., 300 
block), Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania, to commemorate his accomplishments and mark his 
boyhood home.[26]  
 
Representation in other media 

 
The Stevie Wonder song "Black Man" honors the achievements of Williams, among others. 
 
Tim Reid Plays Dr. Williams in the TV series Sister, Sister season 5 episode 18 "I Have a Dream" 
(February 25, 1998). 
 
In 2002, scholar Molefi Kete Asante listed Daniel Hale Williams on his list of 100 Greatest African 
Americans.  
 
Final Years, Retirement and Death  
 
After resigning from his position at Provident Hospital in 1912, Williams was appointed staff 
surgeon at St. Luke's Hospital in Chicago. He remained at St. Luke's Hospital until suffering a 
stroke in 1926. Upon his retirement, Williams spent his remaining days at his retirement home in 
Idlewild, Michigan, a black community, where he died of a stroke on August 4, 1931, in relative 
obscurity. He was 75-years old. 
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