ROCK COUNTY, WISCONSIN

THIS IS A HYBRID

MEETING.

?1%}32135 1D AD HOC BROADBAND COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021 — 4:00 P.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM N-1 - FIFTH FLOOR
ROCK COUNTY COURTHOUSE-EAST
OR
CALL: 1-312-626-6799
MEETING ID: 823 3651 2153
PASSCODE: 377042

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82336512153?pwd=UkZ40GoyOWZgOmNzWk8yTIkrNKFLQT09

Meeting ID: 823 3651 2153

Passcode: 377042

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,82336512153#,,,,*377042# US (Washington DC)
+13126266799,,823365121534#,,,,*377042# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 823 3651 2153
Passcode: 377042
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpOPUCeBc
If you are interested in providing public comments on items on this agenda, you must submit your
comments by noon on Wednesday, November 17, 2021. To submit a public comment, use the following

email: countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us.

Join from a telephone:
=  On your phone, dial the phone number provided above
= Enter the meeting ID number when prompted, using your dial-pad.
= Please note that long-distance charges may apply. This is not a toll-free number.

» Please identify yourself by name
» Please mute your phone when you are not speaking to minimize background noises

Instructions for the hearing impaired —

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Getting-started-with-closed-captioning

Please contact Haley at (608)757-5510 if you are going to be late or if you will not be able
to attend the meeting.


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82336512153?pwd=UkZ4OGoyOWZqQmNzWk8yTlkrNkFLQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82336512153?pwd=UkZ4OGoyOWZqQmNzWk8yTlkrNkFLQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kpOPUCeBc
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Getting-started-with-closed-captioning

AMENDED

11/12/2021 AD HOC BROADBAND COMMITTEE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021 — 4:00 P.M.
Agenda

1. Call to Order
2. Approve Agenda
3. Approval of Minutes — October 20, 2021
4. Update on Charter Non-RDOF Outlook
5. Promoting Regional Economic Development (MadREP) Assessment/Inventory Study
6. Discussion Items - Nokomis Networking — Russell Berg
a. Current Market Assessment
b. County Needs/Wants (IT Wishlist)
c. Technology Options — Current/Future
d. Partnerships
i. Sonic Spectrum Fiber to the Home Conceptual Plan
e. Funding Options
i. Broadband Forward
ii. Telecommuting
iii. Recent Federal Infrastructure Legislation
iv. Other
7. Intergovernmental Activities:
a. Towns Association Update — Harmony Town Clerk, Tim Tollefson
b. Other
8. Discussion on Next Steps
9. Set next meeting time and place

10. Adjournment

The County of Rock will provide reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities. Please contact
us at 608-757-5510 or e-mail countyadmin(@co.rock.wi.us at least 48 hours prior to a public meeting to
discuss any accommodations that may be necessary.



mailto:countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us

AD HOC BROADBAND COMMITTEE
Minutes — October 20, 2021

Call to Order. Chair Bostwick called the (virtual hybrid) meeting of the Ad Hoc Broadband
Committee to order at 4:00 P.M.

Committee Members Present via phone: Supervisors Mawhinney, Beaver, Wilson,
Richard Bostwick, Homan, Sweeney, and Davis.

Committee Members Absent: None.

Staff Members Present via Phone: Randy Terronez, Assistant to County Administrator;
James Oftterstein, Economic Development Manager; and Kathleen Holford, Computer
Network Engineer.

Others Present: Tim Tollefson, Town of Harmony; AJ Becker, Sonic Spectrum; and Russell
Berg, Nokomis Networking.

Approval of Agenda. Supervisor Mawhinney moved approval of the agenda as presented,
second by Supervisor Wilson. ADOPTED.

Approval of Minutes — August 25, 2021 and September 22, 2021
Supervisor Homan moved approval of the August 25, 2021 and September 22, 2021 minutes
as presented, second by Supervisor Wilson. ADOPTED.

Sonic Spectrum — AJ Becker

AJ Becker spoke to the committee. He gave some background information on Sonic
Spectrum. In addition, he highlighted the company’s current initiatives; he discussed their
future broadband plans (emphasis on Rock County); and then he answered questions from
the committee.

Discussion Items

Current Market Assessment

Russell Berg informed the committee that Bug Tussel’s PSC Broadband Grant application
for Rock County was not funded. He added that Spectrum Mid-American LLC (i.e. Charter)
was awarded a grant, to provide fiber to the home in the Town of Janesville.

County Needs/Wants
Russ has been working with the County’s IT Dept.; and additional outreach has been made
with other groups to determine their broadband interests, projects, etc.




Technology Options — Current/Future
Russ noted there were no additional updates regarding these topics.

Partnerships
Russ discussed the upcoming PSC broadband grant cycle, and suggested that now was the

time to begin actively positioning/preparing and invetigating whether any potential
broadband partnerships could/would exist.

Funding Options

Per the above update, Russ shared a number funding-related topics with the committee; and
referenced the information exchanges that he and Randy T. had since the last committee
meeting.

Resolutions for Grant Eligibility

Russ touched on the Broadband Forward! and Telecommuter Forward! Initiatives, which are
mechanisms available to the County that can strengthen future state and/or federal broadband
funding applications. Randy T. noted that he and James O. would investigate.

Towns Association Update — Harmony Town Clerk, Tim Tollefson
None.

Discussion on next steps
None.

Set Next Meeting Time and Place
The next Ad Hoc Broadband Committee meeting, which will be offered in a virtual hybrid
format, is set for November 17, 2021 at 4:00 P.M.

Adjournment.
Supervisor Homan moved adjournment at 5:02 P.M., second by Supervisor Wilson.
ADOPTED.

Respectfully submitted,

Haley Hoffman
Office Coordinator
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COMMITTEE.
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