
Please contact Haley at (608)757-5510 if you are going to be late or if you will not be able 
to attend the meeting. 

ROCK COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

AD HOC BROADBAND COMMITTEE 
WEDNESDAY, August 25, 2021 – 1:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM N-1 – FIFTH FLOOR 
ROCK COUNTY COURTHOUSE-EAST 

OR 
CALL: 1-312-626-6799 

MEETING ID: 896 5497 9653 
PASSCODE: 565946 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654979653?pwd=ZFU0TmU4K0h5U2tlQTF4Z0owaDlhUT09 

Meeting ID: 896 5497 9653 
Passcode: 565946 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,89654979653#,,,,*565946# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,89654979653#,,,,*565946# US (New York)

Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

Meeting ID: 896 5497 9653 
Passcode: 565946 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keJU8tGEkW 
Join by Skype for Business 
https://us02web.zoom.us/skype/89654979653 

If you are interested in providing public comments on items on this agenda, you must submit your 
comments by noon on Tuesday, August 24,  2021.  To submit a public comment, use the following email: 
countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us. 

Join from a telephone: 
 On your phone, dial the phone number provided above
 Enter the meeting ID number when prompted, using your dial-pad.
 Please note that long-distance charges may apply. This is not a toll-free number.

 Please identify yourself by name
 Please mute your phone when you are not speaking to minimize background noises

Instructions for the hearing impaired –  

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Getting-started-with-closed-captioning 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654979653?pwd=ZFU0TmU4K0h5U2tlQTF4Z0owaDlhUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89654979653?pwd=ZFU0TmU4K0h5U2tlQTF4Z0owaDlhUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keJU8tGEkW
https://us02web.zoom.us/skype/89654979653
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/207279736-Getting-started-with-closed-captioning


Please contact Haley at (608)757-5510 if you are going to be late or if you will not be able 
to attend the meeting. 

 
 

AD HOC BROADBAND COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2021 – 1:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order  

2. Approve Agenda 

3. Approval of August 10, 2021 Minutes 

4. Discussion Items  - Nokomis Networking – Russell Berg 

a. Current Market Assessment 

b. County Needs/Wants 

c. Technology Options – Current/Future 

d. Partnerships 

e. Funding Options 

5. Discussion on Next Steps 

6. Set next meeting time and place 

7. Adjournment  

 
 

The County of Rock will provide reasonable accommodations to people with disabilities. Please 
contact us at 608-757-5510 or e-mail countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us at least 48 hours prior to a public 
meeting to discuss any accommodations that may be necessary. 

mailto:countyadmin@co.rock.wi.us


 
 

  AD HOC BROADBAND COMMITTEE 
Minutes – August 10, 2021 

 
 

Call to Order.  Chair Bostwick called the meeting of the Ad Hoc Broadband Committee to 
order at 10:30 A.M. via telephone conference. 
 
Committee Members Present via phone: Supervisors Mawhinney, Richard Bostwick, 
Homan, Sweeney, and Davis. 
 
Committee Members Absent:  None. 
 
Staff Members Present via Phone:  Randy Terronez, Assistant to County Administrator;  
Bridget Laurent, Deputy Corporation Counsel; Jim Sandvig, Director of IT; James Otterstein, 
Economic Development Manager; and Josh Smith, County Administrator.  
 
Others Present: Supervisors Wilson and Beaver; Steve Schneider, Bug Tussel; Kim 
Gruebling, Town of Union; Tim Tollefson, Town of Harmony; and Russell Berg, Nokomis 
Networking. 
 
Approval of Agenda.  Supervisor Sweeney moved approval of the agenda as presented, 
second by Supervisor Mawhinney. ADOPTED.   
 
Discussion of Next Steps 
James Otterstein suggested given timing and priorities, the County should move forward 
without a broadband needs assessment. For example, a number of Rock County broadband 
applications have been submitted and several resident/stakeholder forums have been convened 
throughout the County during the recent years. As a result, ample documentation has already 
been compiled regarding broadband coverage and speeds. In consideration of the complexities 
and nuances of this data, though, the County will need to utilize a third-party to help identify 
and prioritize its American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) broadband investments. 
 
Randy went over the Next Steps sheet that was included in the agenda packet. The committee 
identified that the immediate next step is to let the municipalities know that Rock County has 
an Ad Hoc Broadband Committee and is working to improve broadband in Rock County. 
 
Discussion and possible approval of resolution to contract with Nokomis Networking 
for consulting services 
“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock County Board of Supervisors, 
duly assembled this ____ day of ___, 2021, does hereby authorize a contract with Nokomis 
Networking for broadband consulting services with funds to come from the American Rescue 
Plan (ARPA); and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the 2021 budget be amended as follow: 
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….” 
 
Supervisor Sweeney moved approval of the above resolution, second by Supervisor Davis. 
ADOPTED. 
 
 
Set Next Meeting Time and Place  
The next Ad Hoc Broadband Committee meeting is set for August 25, 2021 at 1:00 P.M. to 
occur over as a hybrid meeting. Randy informed the committee that after this meeting, the 
resolution to contract with Nokomis Networking will go to Finance Committee, Planning & 
Development Committee, and County Board this week for approval. 
 
Adjournment. Supervisor Davis moved adjournment at 11:30 A.M., second by Supervisor 
Homan.  ADOPTED. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Haley Hoffman 
Office Coordinator 

NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COMMITTEE. 
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