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RESOLUTION NO. 21-1A-169 AGENDA NO. 12.D(1)

RESOLUTION
ROCK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Kathy Schulz
DRAFTED BY

Kathy Schulz
INITIATED BY

County Board Staff Committee &
Human Services Board
SUBMITTED BY

December 17, 2020
DATE DRAFTED

ENDORSING THE ACCEPTANCE OF MEDICAID EXPANSION FUNDS AND PLACING
HEALTHCARE ADVISORY REFERENDUM ON THE SPRING 2021 COUNTY BALLOT

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Rock County hold the following beliefs: all people deserve the
opportunity to live in a state that creates the conditions to live a healthy life; policy should strive toward the
elimination of health disparities; and it is essential to provide healthcare to the state’s most vulnerable
populations; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has heightened the need for health care coverage; and as of May
2020, there were 175,893 non-disabled adults without minor children who had coverage under Wisconsin
Medicaid. This was an increase of nearly 23,000 from March 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic began,
highlighting the importance of Medicaid in covering people who lost their health coverage and their
incomes amid the pandemic; and, :

WHEREAS, the Affordable Care Act (“ACA”™) established a program of Medicaid expansion whereby in
exchange for increased federal matching funds, states could elect to expand the number of individuals covered
under state administered Medicaid programs but, historically the State of Wisconsin has refused the Medicaid
expansion funds created by the ACA; and,

WHEREAS, estimates from 2019 indicate that the State of Wisconsin would save $324.5 million if the state
would accept federal Medicaid expansion funds which could be reinvested into critical health care
programming; and,

WHEREAS, if the state were to expand Medicaid to cover adults earning up to 138 percent of the poverty
level, the federal government would pay 90 percent of the cost of covering able-bodied, childless adults; by
opting not to accept federal funding for Wisconsin Medicaid expansion under the ACA, the state is only
receiving its regular federal match rate of 58.5 percent (Note: federal matching rate has been temporarily
increased by federal legislation, in order to address the COVID-19 pandemic); and,

WHEREAS, a 2020 analysis by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation estimates that 120,000 people in the
state would gain access to Medicaid; direct costs for Medicaid would drop by nearly 7 percent, despite the
fact that more people would be covered; and the state’s uninsured rate would drop by 16 percent; and,

WHEREAS, Wisconsin is one of only 12 states that have not accepted Medicaid expansion per the Kaiser
Family Foundation website; and,

WHEREAS, 19 counties, including Rock County, have passed resolutions urging Wisconsin to accept
Medicaid expansion funds, a position that has been adopted by the Wisconsin Counties Association; and,

WHEREAS, the voters of Rock County should be able to provide an advisory opinion to support or oppose
the acceptance of these Federal Medicaid funds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Rock County Board of Supervisors duly assembled this
ﬂhday of Javn.., 2021 does hereby support and endorse the acceptance of Medicaid Expansion funds by
the State and urges the legislature to accept such funds as a part of the 2021-2023 biennium budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rock County Board of Supervisors does hereby direct the Rock
County Clerk to place the following advisory referendum question on the countywide ballot at the election to
be held on April 6, 2021:
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“Should the State of Wisconsin accept Affordable Care Act Federal Medicaid funds earmarked
to expand health insurance coverage to 176,000 additional Wisconsin residents resulting in the

state saving $324.5 million?”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rock County Clerk is directed to forward a copy of this
resolution to the Office of the Governor, all members of the Wisconsin State Legislature, and the

Wisconsin Counties Association.
Respectfully submitted,

COUNTY BOARD STAFF COMMITTEE

__vacant

Kara Purviance, Chair

_/s/Richard Bostwick

Richard Bostwick, Vice Chair

_/s/Tom Brien

Tom Brien

_/s/Kevin Leavy

Kevin Leavy

_dissent

Louis Peer

HUMAN SERVICES BOARD

_/s/Brian Knudson

Brian Knudson, Chair

__/s/Pam Bostwick

Pam Bostwick

/s/Kaelyb Lokrantz

Kaelyb Lokrantz

_/s/J. Russell Podzilni

J. Russell Podzilni

_/s/Kathy Schulz

Kathy Schulz

_/s/Shirley Williams

Shirley Williams

_/s/Sally Jean Weaver-Landers

Sally Jean Weaver-Landers

_/s/Ashley Hoffman

Ashley Hoffman

_/s/Angelina Reyes

Angelina Reyes

_dissent
J. Russell Podzilni

__dissent
Alan Sweeney

_ dissent
Bob Yeomans

__dissent
Mary Beaver

LEGAL NOTE:

The County Board is authorized to take this
action pursuant to secs. 59.01, 59.51 and
59.52(25), Wis. Stats.

/s/ Richard Greenlee

Richard Greenlee
Corporation Counsel

FISCAL NOTE:

The cost of adding a referendum question to the
April ballot is estimated to be $500 to $1,000 for
publication of two Notices of Referendum.

/s/ Sherry Oja

Sherry Oja
Finance Director

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE:

Matter of Policy.

/s/ Josh Smith

Josh Smith
County Administrator
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