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< ~ The State of Wisconsin
N1 ¥ Bepartment of Justice

123 West Washington Avenue ' " £ onzon C. Lo Fullefie
» Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7857 Octobe Atiormey General
. Madison, Wisconsin 53707 , ca.cr 18, 1983
e ]
Llwpn ey Ed Garve
| x':’VC",I( ‘K Y Deputy Attorney cgeneral
| Coyp,.. 7L E N !
! Ly¢ﬁ? SR A
. fire .
P _ Wiscon v ¢
: \ ; S/ﬁv ! d
Mr. Thomas A. Schroeder
Corporation Counsel
51 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545
Re: Survey of houndry betw_ecs ive.i 2i1 o 10 ods
near Mr. Schroeder:
Tn, response to vour letter ol Coptowmbor 230 19813, coace . o ing
reolacement of a lost monument matrKiig the Wisconcin-Illinolis

state line between Rock County, Wisconsin, and Winnebhago Countyv,
T1linois, I .submit the following:

= The Wisconsin Constitution} article II, section 1, narrates
SR generally the Wisconsin-Tllinois boundary as follows: :

ITlhence down -the center of the main channel of that
river [Mississippi)l to the northwest corner of the
state of 7T1llinois; thence Aduve east with the northern
boundary of the state of 1Illinois to the wplace of
heginning, as established by "An act to enable the
people of the Illinois territory to form a constitution
and state government, ..."

, The original intent of Congress was to establish the
boundary at 42° 30' north latitude. However, errors occurred in
determining the precise 1latitude by the original surveyors soO
that the boundary actually established tilts ahove that latitude
at the Mississippi River and helow that latitude at Lake Michigan
with the fulcrum 1lying somewhere in "eastern Green County,
Wisconsin. Thus, care must be taken when replacing lost state
1ine measurements on this line. '

Wisconsin has adopted the Manual of Instructions for the
Survey of the Public Tands of the United States (1973) for such
survevs. See sec. 59.,A2, Stats. The Manual, section 5-19,
requires an order of the United Stateg Supreme Court or author-
ization of the adijoining.states plus congressional approval to

MICROFILMED

renlace a lost state boundary monument, Therefore, it is mv 7
oninion that such authorizations must be gecured hefore a lost

atate bhoundarv marker can be reset.

rﬁnzé?7, . gincerely yOurs, —
o Ch»1pé;/ irnes /{? /ﬂ‘/{/’«

o ‘:, Aff 55> | Rrenson ., La Follette Z .-//(/)

Attorney Géneral”
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* Hon. M. Van Dunuiv,

SECRETARY O THE TREASURY,

IWith a reporl of the survey of the northern boundary line nf {llinois,
Jurnished in obedicnce to a reavlution.ofthe Senale of the 2:2d inslani.
P
Dicausun 79, Iﬂ.’l!.-—(lrffryvn\ 1o ihe seleet eonn itiee on the silminsion of Michigan, ke.*
Mawen 10, 1833, —Orilered to be printed.
' et e b
Turasuny Deranrment,
Derember 2HIANG,
Sennte ol the 220 fantaml,
K L N
cad o sus
ERR NN in Jrural
IR LE I ﬁ’
oy
he Coos
wag gty

Sin: In abedience (o the resdlutien o4
directing the Secretury of the Freasory
Senate the report and survey of the commi b
aud wark the varthern boundury Foe of the
ance of the Jaw of the United States ‘
the honor herewith to lransmit to the ¢ 0 ogneny
sioner of the General Land Ullice, te who 1hisgnog
: : b am; very respecii vy, fre, |

. bl v WO

SEERE T IR

Ly

iy,

Give To oy

Vice President of the Unitof oo )
and President of the Lenale.

Grrerat.Lavoy Orricr,
December 28, 1835,

Sin s In obedience 10 a reselution of the Senate of the United States
of the 22 ultimo, ** that the Sceretary of the Ureasury be directed to
cause to be Laid before the Senate the report and survey ol the commis-
sioners appuinted to survey and mark the northern boundary line of the .
Sate of linois, in pursuance of the law of the United States passed
April 18,1831 and which you have teferrcd to this office, | have the
honor to tranamit herewith a copy of the report made to the President of
the United Stales by the commissioners afuresaid, (and which wus filed
in the Department of State,) showing the result of their operations under
the Jaw referred to.

1 have the honer to be, very respectiully,
Your obedient scrvant, |
FTHAN A. BROWN,

L ’ - Commissioner. -

Hon. Lxvy Woonpsuny, . oo :
Sterolary of the Treasury. '
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1 - bank to.nr.ldnww the survey was ennlinned oo0
-7’ observations, both to sscettain the latitude ans o
vam:m frequently mzde, the Tine was extendod +h-- g
with so little variation from the true latitude 35 1. -rager -
necossary. s on

. At its intersection <-ith the western shore 6f s iske,
tention of the commis.ioners to ecctablish a pesme ~at
_ similar to the one sct .5 at the hegianing of (e
the scarcity, howeve:, and the greal expense o0 ;
them lo relinquish > jdea, and to rely og
patural, as they wer: cnabled to nake and to
. An o3k post a foc’ -~uare =nd nine feet lo
ground to the depth o7 five feet, in a small thi .
chain from the wate-'s adge. . This post stand- =1 o4,
surveyed line, and izom it a black oak tree, filieor
bears soth twenty ic:-ees east, three hundre
.~ tant; a black oak twe:=2 inches in diameter, ne::
" a half degrees west, o« hundred and ifty-six fini.
.. twelve inches in disi..o:er, bears north fourtecs i
“--two hundred and thisl .uine links distant; a b
diameter, bears nort venty-five degrees wes:
* enty-two links distac: ; 2 black oak twelve inel .z s

(sl

- we

sne’degree west, the . hundred and eighty o
Dlack oak ten inches i» dismcter, bears south ¢ .
- bundred and twent -¢. ot links distant.
" The three first troes are marked with a note w
ground and facing the <os:, the three last are & zzed Bw berg mal
driven.irto them, out of sizght, about three feet from the ground on the
tide nearest the post. :
In addition to this it-may be of service to add, that the post stands on
s bend of the lake shore, called by the Indians “ Black-oak point.”
: “The bearing of the shore from half a mile south to two and a halfl miles
. rorth,is about north fourtecn degrees west, and at the distance of sbout
- . balf a.mile north of the post a prairic extends to the border of the lake.
FPoint Mich-e-pe-col-ton bears north three degrees and twenty minutes

L IO PO

or seven miles asmall stream called ** Pike creek,” emplies into the lake.
- The post is estimated to be forty miles noith from Chieago, and ten
.. miles porth of & place known by the name of * Little Fort.” -
. Having marked, as permanently and conspicuously as practicable, the
~ - termination of the boundary on the lake, and procured from Chicago the
.--Decessary supplies, the cornmissioners and partly returned westward.for
. .. the purpose of making the requisite correction of the line from Rock
| - river to a point eighteen tniles east of the fourth principal meridian.
.~ After considerable difficulty and some delay, on account of high water
ard bad weather, this was finished on (ke scventeenth instant, and the
party returned to Galena, having completed the entire survey.

ring an unwarrantable expense, to do it in the manner prescribed by the
»+ sccond section of an act of the General Assenbly of the State of Illinois,
-+ enlitled ** An act 1o amend an act,” &e., passed February 5, 1831. -

east, fifteen and one-fourth miles distant, and nortb of the line about six,

Inwnarking the boundary i was found mavﬁn:nur_o. without incur-

¥ ]

.ed expedient to mark the lins by Llazing the trees 21 in the surveys 5(

And, »s the best substitute within the means of the board, it was dee

the public lands of the United States, but in a more conspicuous mabner,
and in licu of the stones required to be set up_at the distance of every
five miles, corners were made at the end of every mile and balf mile,
after the manner of the public surveys. T :

The distances from the monument on the Mississippi to the principal
points on the line, which may be regarded as nalural marks to determine
its location, are as follows, viz. SR o .
Miles. Chains, ) . : :

4 70.00, to a point one mile and fve chains south of the southern

‘ . base of the Sinsinaway mound, in the mining district.
10 69.30, to the fourth principal meridian, at a point six and one-fourth
: miles north from the town of Galepa. : ;
12 57.80, to the north branch of Fever river, running south, halfl a
mile south of a small place called ¢ Buncomb.” . B
18 10.00, to a point about thirty chains south of the White-gak spring,
on the road from Galena to Fort Winnebago. ;-
21 00.00, to a point two and a half miles north of Gratiot’s grove.
43 1.39, to a post set on the right or west bank of the Peek-a-tol-
ake river, which is here four chains wide and cuns south.
70 29.00, to Sugar river, which is about two chains wide and runs
south. .. .
81 31.09, to a post on the left or east hank ‘of Rack river, ten chains
above its junction with Turtle tiver. Rock river is bere-
: about scven chains wide and runs south,
125  9.10, 1o a post on the right of west bank of Fox river, which is. -
bere 2.17 chains wide and runs south. :
138 8.99, to the west bank of the River des Pleins, which is about .
eighty links wide and runs south.
144 48.80, to a post before described, standing on the border of Lake
Michigan, the termination of the survey. -

The country through which this boundary lise has been established .
baving been the principal (heatre of the late Indian war, is now so well
and so geperally known as scarecly to require description. _ Through-
out its whole extent, from the Mississippi to the lake, it is with few ex-
ceptions made up of open wood land, (timbered chieflly with oak,) with o
prairies of various size and quality interspersed. Some inarshes and
ewamps are found, but they are small and few in number. In the min-
ing district, whith there is good reason to believe extends to within thir—
ty miles of the lake, the soil is almost invariably good, the surface roll- .-
ing, the waters pure and abundant, and it requires not the spirit of pro-
phecy to foretell, that when surveyed and offered for sale, the whole
country Wwill withio a few years sttract and sustain a nuwmerous and thry-
ing population. - . .

All of which is respectfully submitted, ° : :

JOHN MESSENGER,

) . Comimissioncr of the State of Iliinois..
. T . LUCIUS LYON, .
Commissioncr on the port of the Uniled Slales.

To Axprew Jacxsox, ﬂ
Presiden! of the Unifed Stales. o ‘
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