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" From 1831 to 1833 Lyon set wood posts every half mile. These posts mark the

state boundary. Many of these deteriorated posts are still in place. The
enclosed Attorney General's opinion addresses the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) manual requirement for setting the lost corners on a state line. The
red tape is very cumbersome,

In Lyon's letter I underlined the sections where he notes the north/south er-

ror on the west bank of the Rock River and where he states he corrected the
line. i

Originally 1 posed two questions:

1) Did Lyon or George Harrison establish the present line that is west
of Rock River?

2) wWhere are the field notes? The field notes of the present line are
needed for locating or re-establishing the corners.

Usually the field notes are written in small leather bound books. The field
notes should be a full and perfect history of the field operations of the sur-
veyor so later surveyors may recreate the work. I enclosed a copy of Lyon's
field notes for an example. After Wisconsin was surveyed the federal govern-
ment took a handwritten copy of the field notes and left the original. Today
the handwritten copies are in ‘the BLM office in Virginia and the others are in
the office of the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Lands in Madison.

In Lyon's letter he states he resurveyed the line from "Rock River to eighteen
miles east of the fourth meridian (about 10 miles east of the Mississippi
River)." On February 22, 1984 a BLM employee stated verbally it was his
opinion that the current field notes (Lyon's) are a condensed version. These
condensed notes do not document clearly all the: lines surveyed. This copy
incorporates the corrected line which is west of Rock River. The notes start
at the fourth principal meridian and continue eastward to Lake Michigan. Even
though Lyon's letter states the correction line was surveyed westward the
notes show it as being surveyed eastward. The field notes of the first line
which was surveyed in error cannot be found. This would tend to support the

' BLM's theory. Also page 137 of the field notes indicate the notes are a copy.

There Lyon certified the field notes as "the late (past) commissioner on the
part of the US", and was signed in Detroit, Michigan on June 21, 1833.

The evidence is not conclusive. Some questions still remain unresolved.
However, considering additional information from BLM relative to establishment
of the State line, it appears the present State line as it exists, is correct.
Even though some of the documents are not clear, I am of the opinion that suf-
ficient evidence exists confirming the present State line.

Donald Barnes, PLS
Rock County Surveyor
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The State of Wisconsin
Bepartment of JYustice
123 West Washington Avenue : ' Bronson C. La Follette
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 7857 October 18, 1983 Attomey General
Madison, Wisconsin 53707 2 . &
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My, Thomas A. Schroeder
Corporation Counsel

51 South Main Street
Janesville, Wisconsin 53545

Re: Survey of boundry between Wisconsin and Tllinois

Near Mr. Schroeder:

Tn response to vour letter of September 23, 1983, concerning
renlacement of a lost monument marking the Wisconsin-Illinois
etate line hetween Rock County, Wisconsin, and Winnehago Countv,
Tllinois, I submit the following: '

The Wisconsin Constitution, article II, section 1, narrates
generally the Wisconsin-Tllinois houndary as follows:

Mlhence down -the center of the main channel of that
river [Mississippil to the northwest corner of the
state of Tllinois; thence Auve east with the northern
boundary of the state of TIllinois to the place of
heginning, as estabhlished by "An act to enable the
people of the Illinois territory to form a constitution
and state government, ..." .

The. original intent of Congress was to establish the
. boundary at 42° 30' north latitude. However, errors occurred in
determining the precise latitude by the original surveyors so
that the boundary actually established tilts above that latitude
at the Mississippi River and below that latitude at Lake Michigan
with the fulcrum 1lying somewhere in eastern Green County,
Wisconsin. Thus, care must be taken when replacing lost state
line measurements on this line, i

Wisconsin has adopted the Manual of Instructions for the
Survey of the Public Tands of the United States (1973) for such
survevys. See sec, 59.A2, Stats, The Manual, section 5-19,
‘requires an order of the United States Supreme Court or author-
ization of the adjoining states plus congressional approval to

o
Fry
c!:r,.

My . Thomas A. Schroeder
Paage 2

replace a lost state houndary monument, Therefore, it is my
opinion that such authorizations must be secured hefore a Jlost
state bhoundarv marker can be reset,

Qincerely yours, : Z /j (d

E—



“ance of the Jaw ol the United States passed  18th April, 188

SECRETARY OI' THIT TREASURY,

iVith a report of the survey of the northern boundary line of Illiﬁois,
Jumished in cbedicnee 1o a resolution of the Senale of the 22d instant.

P

Dscxsnpun 29, 1835 —Nelerred tothe acloct comnittee on the admission of Michigan, k.

Mauca 10, 1855.—0ridered o be printed.

ey toeT,
Tueasuny Deranrtment.
December 28, 1835,
S In obedience to the resdlulion of the Senate of (he 29
divectiog the Sceretary of the Treasury * (o eause to be laid before the
Senale the report and survey of the cominissioners appointed o survey
und mark the varthern boundary Tne of the State of Ilinois, in pursu-
1," | have
the honor herewith to transmil to the Senate a report fromn the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office, to whom this resolution was refecred.
- I aing very vespectlully, &e. .
LEVI WOODBURY,
Secretary of the Treasury.

d instant,

Hon. M. Van Bunnw,
Vice President of the Uniled Stales,
and ’resident of the Scnale.

! Genenrar. Lano Ovrick,

December 28, 1835,
Siwt In ebedience to a resalution of the Senate of the United States
of the 22d ultimo, **that the Sceretary of the Treasury be directed to
cause to be Luid before the Senate the report and survey of the commis-
sioners appointed to survey and mark the northern boundary ling of the
State of Hlinois, in pursuance of the law of the United States passed
Apri 18, 1631, and which you have 1eferred to this office, | have the
lionor to transmit herewith a copy of the 1eport made to the President of
the United States by the commissioners aforesaid, (and which wus filed
in the Department of State,) showing the result of their operations under
the law referred to. ' ‘
I have the houor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, )
ETHAN A. BROWN,
Lee | : St - Commisaioner, -
Hon. Lrvi Woonuuny, ! :
Secrolury of the Treasury.

———— | rm——
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